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Gray McKenna (they/them)

Educational Background/Training: B.S. Marine Science, Northeastern University

Job Title: Kelp and Oyster Program Specialist

Current Employer: Puget Sound Restoration Fund

Brief Job Description: I work with a small team to help develop, implement, and monitor bull kelp

and olympia oyster restoration projects here in Puget Sound. My role involves fieldwork, diving,

logistics, data & equipment management, writing reports, and coordinating with partners.

Contact Info: gray@restorationfund.org

Something I Wish I Knew When I Was in High School Is…

“All experience is (or can be) good experience! It's ok not to be on a prescribed "path," following the

exact training for an exact job. Seemingly random skills or experiences often come in use at

surprising times! ”

Barry Munson
Educational Background/Training: BS in Mathematics

Job Title:Contractor

Current Employer: Self-Employed, Forestfolk Design LLC

Brief Job Description: I design and install a variety of features that fall under the umbrella of

“stormwater management”, from drains to functional water features. The goal of any stormwater

management system is to collect runoff from structures like homes or roads, to a space where it can be

slowed, absorbed into the soil and filtered by plants before entering a waterway. Without stormwater

management systems in place, runoff can cause erosion and carry pollutants into bodies of water. I also

address drainage issues that could lead to flooding or damage of structures on a property.

A typical work day involves physical labor, sourcing materials, communicating with clients and problem

solving. I lean heavily on my background in math when designing and implementing systems.

Something I Wish I Knew When I Was In High School Is...

“I wish that I knew that there were many, many career paths available to me, outside of an office. I

wish that I knew that vocational school was an option. I worked in an office for years and it wasn’t

for me. Now, I work outside and I’m intellectually and physically stimulated, and I have the

opportunity to use my skills and education in a context  that I truly enjoy.”
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Herman Flamenco
Educational Background/Training: B.S. in Forestry, B.A. in International

Studies, and M.S. in Sustainable Forest Management from Oregon State University

Job Title: Conservation Forester

Current Employer: The Nature Conservancy

Brief Job Description: I am in charge of land stewardship and project management for the Central

Cascades Forest. I work with contractors to execute forest restoration projects. These include commercial

thinning, pre-commercial thinning, and fuels reduction. I spend a lot of time in the forest finding areas

that need management, preparing the project area, monitoring the work and collecting data, and

generally being onsite to address any issues on the property.

Contact Info: herman.flamenco@tnc.org

Something I Wish I Knew When I Was in High School Is…

“That is okay if you don’t know what you want to do for a career. I felt pressure to choose a career and

go to a four-year university, but circumstances led me to a community college where I tried different

fields of study and figured out what I wanted to pursue. Also, jump on as many opportunities to study

abroad as you can.”
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